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* UPDATE *

reviewed the first-generation SPOT locator in 2013 and
have carried it on my Camelbak ever since. The SPOT locator uses satellites to send messages and does not require
cellphone service. Simply log on to the SPOT website to
configure three different messages and who will receive them.
When you are off the grid, hit the appropriate button and your
predetermined recipients get both an email and text with your
message and a link to a map showing exactly where you sent
it from.
After years of sending my wife messages of, “be home late,”
I’d never needed to hit the SOS button. Then, while remote
camping in Colorado, a motorcyclist rode up and said his wife
had crashed nearby and he wanted to use my truck to take her
to the hospital.
It appeared that she had fractured her pelvis and an MCN
article mentioned a large artery in that area, identifying it as a
potentially lethal injury. Opting to seek professional assistance
and having no cellular service, I pushed the SOS button on
the SPOT locator, left it with the couple, and drove (rapidly) 20
minutes into the nearest town.
I called 911 and asked them to dispatch the ambulance to
the SPOT SOS signal location, but they had not received the
SPOT message, so the ambulance followed me back. Her injuries were serious enough to send her to Denver by helicopter.
Good thing we hadn’t loaded her into the truck.
I called SPOT to find out why the 911 dispatcher didn’t get
the SOS message. The SOS and GPS coordinates were received
by a human SPOT operator within minutes after the button

changes the course of his life, challenging
him to break through his own self-imposed
limitations. Besides his trusty Kawasaki, which
continues to dispense philosophical anecdotes
with brevity and a razor wit, Jack’s closest
friends, Cretin and Spider, are also featured
throughout the book. Rough and street-wise,
they play an indispensable role in guiding Jack
through the perils of his various close calls with
life’s unpleasant circumstances.
What follows is a series of adventures that
constantly alternate between uplifting love
and depressing loneliness, whirlwind romance
and bloody violence, devastating loss and
unexpected achievement, and one man’s
stubborn desire to find meaning through it
all. The bulk of the story centers on Jack’s
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was pressed.
Based on the
coordinates, the
operator called
the Saguache
County Sheriff,
located about
60 miles south
of the accident.
My 911 call
came from
Sailda, which
was only 10
miles north,
but in Chaffee
County.
The info
wasn’t transferred immediately, because they are separate entities. The
Saguache County Sherriff did call the Chaffee County ambulance, but by that time the call had already been made. The
SPOT had done its job, though not as efficiently as expected.
Given the circumstances, I would readily use the SOS button
again.
—Jim Stanley
Spot, findmespot.com

relationship with Alex, and how things are rarely
as they seem, in any sense.
The inner voice of the Kawasaki prods
Jack to make the right choices, but whether
Jack listens is another matter entirely, and
ultimately what makes this book so compelling.
As expected from Riepe, it’s an absolutely
hysterical testament to the metamorphic
power of riding motorcycles.
Be aware that this book contains curse
words, sex, alcohol, cigars and off-color humor.
In other words, it’s thoroughly enjoyable and
highly recommended!
—Moshe K. Levy
jackriepe.com
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