Moto Friends

he guy pictured to the right is

none other than prolific moto

journalist Moshe K. Levy. You've
read his work inside numerous print
publications over the years, from the
now defunct and legendary Motorcycle
Consumer News to Rider magazine.
And of course, On The Level as regular
columnist and product reviewer.

Never one to back down from a taboo

topic (I refer you to page 46 and Going
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Extinct), he brings a unique perspective
to the club’s magazine. It's been a
pleasure to have him as a contributor.

Over Twenty Years of Friendship
When I got my first BMW, a 2001 R
1100 RT, I started making connections

locally to me. That was fairly easy for
me as I jumped right into a local group
of experienced BMW riders. This being
the heyday of online communities,
also known as bulletin boards, I joined
several. At the top of the heap was
bmuwsporttouring.com. I visited it
daily, checking out the
latest news and gossip
about all things BMW
Motorrad. I even
- ' interacted with
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Moshe’s 2019 R 1250 R s a folin
bed for everything imaginablé.

Paul Mihalka before he passed away (see
Inside the Helmet in the last issue and
part two on page 14). From that site, I've
ended up meeting some screen names
in real life, including Moshe. We have
different perspectives on other topics
and interests, but when it comes to two
wheels, we see eye-to-eye. The first time
meeting him, the 2019 BMW RA National
Rally in Woodstock, Virginia finally put a
“face” to that bulletin board avatar. Since
then, subsequent rally meet-ups have
taken place and fun times had.

This past rally in Athens, Ohio we
had a much better time than the last
attempt in 2022 where rain was socked
in at the Waynesville, North Carolina
rally. This time around, a group of four,
all OTL contributors, including Joe
Sokohl and new guy on the block Jerry
James, attacked the Triple Nickel (Route
555). It was glorious. I wasn't expecting
the roads I and the other three grinned
about in the Hocking Hills area.

But back to Moshe... he’s the friend
that will drive you crazy sometimes
with his analytical mind, the way he
processes stuff — and yet his infectious
and child-like zeal about bikes is just...
well, endearing. He doesn’t mince words
and still he laughs and pushes anyone
who is tangentially into motorcycling
that much deeper. I am glad to have
come to know him and his love of bikes.

We will still close down a restaurant
debating other things though... and I
wouldn’t have it any other way!

- Chris
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