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his fall, I decided to finally
T retire my 11-year-old cold
weather suit, the mighty BMW

Streetguard 3. Over a decade ago, it
was BMW's top of the line offering for
touring, featuring advanced materials,
super-flexible armor, and legendary
durability. Whichever foul weather suit
I'wound up with next had big shoes
to fill! Luckily, it seems that Richa’s
Belgian-designed Atlantic 2 GTX is
more than up to the challenge.

For this test, I've been wearing the
Atlantic 2 since early fall and into
the winter here on the east coast,
encountering temps ranging from
alow of 17°F to a high of 84°F. As
expected from a foul-weather outfit
like this, it's better suited to sustained
rides under 80 degrees. Below that,
the Richa is extremely versatile,
thanks to abundant venting and
easily removable thermal liner. But it
was when the weather deteriorated
that this suit really shined.
Biblical downpours, harsh winds,
thunderstorms, sporadic drizzles, light
snow, and everything else Mother
Nature threw my way were completely
sealed out, 100% of the time. There are
thoughtful features to keep drafts out
too, such as the neoprene cuff with
integrated thumb loop as shown in
Figure 1. This cuff fits snugly under
your glove as an extra barrier to
the elements, and was surprisingly
effective. The standard L1 D30 armor
was comtfy, and reliably maintained its
pliability in the cold.

Let’s dive into the jacket specifics:
The exterior shell is an abrasion
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resistant polyblend consisting of 83%
PA (nylon/polyamide), 15% ePFTE,
and 2% elastane, with a Gore-Tex
laminated waterproof membrane.
The elbows are partially covered
with abrasion fabric for additional
resistance to wear. Storage is
abundant, with two sealed zip and
Velcro external pockets, three pockets
in the included inner thermal liner,
two pockets on the interior, and a
Napoleon pocket for good measure.
Additionally, there is a “duck hunter”
style hook and loop pocket on the
lower back, which is large enough to
swallow the removable inner liner
when not in use - convenient!

Magnetized 4-inch ventilation
panels on the chest as shown in Figure
2 and zipped mesh panels underarms
allow the copious airflow, which
exhausts via two vertical vents on the
back. When not in use, waterproof
zippers seal things tight. Plentiful
adjustment straps live on the waist,
biceps, forearms, and wrists for fine
tuning fitment. A soft neoprene
Mandarin-style collar seals out the
elements via a single snap, which
itself is adjustable to fit any size neck.
Standard D30 CE-rated level 1 armor
protects the back, shoulders, and
elbows, enabling a Class AA rating per
EN 17092-3:2020. D30 level 2 armor is
optional (not tested here.)

The matching Atlantic 2 GTX pants
are similar in construction and materi-
als, with a 600D 85% PA (nylon/polyam-
ide), 10% ePFTE, 3% elastane, and 2%
P-Aramid exterior shell, also equipped
with the waterproof Gore-Tex mem-

brane. A thermal liner and suspenders
are included. Abrasion swatches on the
butt and inner calves add wear resis-
tance, and standard D30 CE-rated level
1 armor protects the knees and hips. As
with the jacket, level 2 armor is optional
(not tested here.) Storage on the pants
is via two small zippered pockets, and
cinches on the waist allow fitment
tweaks. The pants connect to the jacket
via a large zipper on the jacket’s lower
back. Like the jacket, all zippers are high
quality YKK type.

Asyou can see, Richa’s European
design features a form-fitting cut.
Styling is contemporary, with
understated Hi-Viz accents and a few
strategically placed reflective stripes
on both jacket and pants. Sizes ran
true to my usual fitment.

In short, there’s a lot to like here.

The only niggle I could come up with
regarding the Atlantic 2 suit centered
on the pants. They look great and are
comfortable to wear for all-day riding,
with wide openings at the pant legs
which easily swallowed my high ADV-
style boots. However, both pockets are
positively tiny. As experienced riders
know - you can never have too much
storage!

Minor nitpick with the pants aside,
the Richa Atlantic 2 is an excellent
Euro-style riding suit, with outstanding
functionality, agreeable style, and
exceptional value, given that it will
undoubtedly last many years in hard
use. Put this suit on your short list if
you are more than a fair-weather rider!

Richa Suit as tested consists of
Atlantic 2 GTX Jacket (MSRP
$915.99) and Atlantic 2 GTX Pants
(MSRP $612.99.)

richausa.com

Product was provided for review by
Richa USA



| On'The Leve




